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“ The Indians at Lake Tatla, on the Chil-
cotin plains, have a considerable band ot
horses, and these animals subsist during
every winter in_the open air, on what they
can pick up. This they could not.do, if
the snow was of great depth. In reply to
enquiries, the Ingians say that the snow on
the level reaches, at times, a litt'e above
the Kuee, probably not much over two feet.

s In all'the passes through the Cascade
chain, the snow is reported to be deep, and
it is provahie that in any route adopted,
tarough the Canyons of this range, snow-
sheds would be required to protect the line
from enow-drifts and snow-slides.

¢ A8 the sea level is approached the snow
diminishes, in proof of which one of the
suiveying parties found several mules in
|good condition that had been left by the
iate Mr. Waddin:ton. near the head of Bute
Inlet, eight years before. These mules had
been left without any protection or provi-
~ion for winter during the whole period.

It is evident from tue number of facts
collected, that, throughout ‘the whole ex-
tent of couniry between Ottawa and the
Pacific Ocean, there are no serious climatic
difficuities to be appfebended that cannot
be oxercome in the usual way.

“ The only localities where snow may be
met in quantities, equal to the maximum
in the eastern Provinces of the Dominion,
are on the western slopes of the Lwo great
mountain chains in British Colcmbia. In
the Cascade Chain it Will, in some places,
exceed the maximum referied to, and here
it will probably be necessary 10 protect the
railwayv by snow-sheds,

¢ With the ¢ exceptions,-it is believed
that, it ths roa'way be raisel a few feet
above the general tevel inthe open prairies
and oth>r meaus adopted to prevent drifis
snow will rea:ly offer less obstruction ou the
Canadian Pacitic Railway than it does on
iines now worked in Outuario, Queb.¢ and
in the other Eastern Provinces.”

- Mr. Mober!y says in his report :(—

“Many ask how it can be possible that,
Manitoba can be warmer than Minneso a,
but they never consider that much of the
latter Stateis 1,50 feet above the sea, while
the {rmer is not half so much. Lake
Winuipeg is only 31 feet higher than R-ce
Lake, wuich is ounly 15 miles 10 the north
of Lake Ouiario. Much of the Province of
Ontario lies far higher than Maunitoba and
the suma-1.e¢r heat uf the oneis fully equal
to that of tne other. 1t is never necessary
to speak of winter temperatures in connec-
tion with the raising of cereals, as the ripen-
ing or seeds d«pends altogether on the heat
of summer. * * & *

‘ The Riding Mountains lie a little to the
nortnwest of us, and therey together with
the hills any rough couutry, indicate that
we are about toascend to the second prairie
Istepre. From Point du Chene (Oak Point)
30 1niles eastof Wort Uarry o this point,
makiog a distance of 125 miles from east to
west, and extending from the forty-ninth
parailat on the scuth 10 Lakes Winnipeg
and Manijtoba, on the north, stretches a
region of country, not to be excelléd for the
ralstog of céreais by any other tract of the
same size in America. ’

Be states fhat the country around Fort
Edmonton, near the Rocky Maountains, is
superior to that in the vicinity of Fort
Garry ; that ploughing Is done in Aprii,
graln sown in May ; and harvests in Au-
gust. He found plauts common in Central

Canada. He detected 146 species. not one
of which indicated an arctic or sub-arctic
climate. He found the climate around Fort
Edmondton favourable for all Kinds of grain
except meize.

‘W1 h respect to this country Mr Moberly
Bays:—

*The climate in the neighbourhood of
Fort Edmonton is favorable to the growth
of all kinds of grain, except maize. 8o
also is that of Big Lake, or &t Alber.’s Mis-
sion, nine miles further to the north. In
both loealities, Isaw wheat, oats and bar-
ley, of excellert q ality, ard much tall=v

than it is seen in Ontario. The -eason off
1872 was very unfavourable, owing to the|
almost eonstant rains, and consequentchilii-|:
nessolthe atmosphere, Yetthe crops around],

Edmonton alt came to maturity, except a
very little late wheat, which was frozen ob
the25th August. The difference between
the summer heat of 1871 and 1872 can be
better ubderstood by the fact that the bar-
ley of ihe H. B. C. was rire on the 14ih
August of he former year, while it was not
fit for the sickle uniil the 26tn last year.
t'all wheat has never been tried, but there
is no reason why it should nov svcceed, as
the ground is covered with scow all the
witer, an the grou~d is neversn wet as
to heave it out in'spring when the winter is
breaking up.

« From data furnished by Cartain Palli-}

ser’sreport and o-hers at Fort Edmontoa,

it seems that plouzhing commencg-s about}
the 10tn of April on an average, an’ wheai|
Jons. |

is sown by the end of the month
Bourgeatl f3urd many plaots In flower dar-
ing April; more than are generally fouad
in Easteru C+nada in that month, He re-
cords observing an Anemone [dnremoine
patensio A .wer on the plains, April lltb
and the frogs croakipg the same evening
Duriog twenty years in untario I never ob-
served our first spring fAswer [Hepatica
tri’‘oba] as early as that except twice.

“Tn- ground freezes up abost the last of

October, though there is generally muet}
Whie we re-}

mild weather after this.
m»ined at the fort the thermometer rose
to 72 in tbe room, so that it was over 80 1n
the sanr, Tois was abouc the first of Sep-
tember™

And withrespect to Peace River, he says:

« Had I seenthe Peace Rivereountyy iof

summer, when its trees were in full leaf,
and the meadows covered with waving
grass and bright flowers it mizht natorally
have been supposed that I have used too
ftrong langnage, But passiog through it
when the trees were nearly leafl. ss, the
grass and fl wers withered and d=zad, 1

might be expecied to not tell mueh in itef

favour, Yet there was no tractto equal it
in my estimation between Fort Garry and
Elmoadtou.”

And with reference to the climate at
Doavegan, w2 take Lthe following irom Mr.
Moberley’s report :

“The £-llowing table shows the tempera-
tura of Bellevi'le, as taken by -Alexander
Burdon, E-q., Station Observer, during the
ten days between the 10th and 19th of Oc-
tober, 18°2 and the observations made by
myself when pas:ing over the portage be-

tween Dunvegan and St. John, daring the
i

same period.

-#¢ Beyleville being lat. 41° north, and 77.
west long. ; whule” Dunvegan is in lat. 56°,
-and &oout 118° west long. n
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